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I NT, A CORNER STORE, DAY

Jasper, 24, cute, casual and fresh faced, picks up a
packet of bread rolls and glances toward the till, where,
ALI CE, 23 and very pretty, is at work. She catches him

| ooking and gives a big, friendly smle. He smles back
shyly, then | ooks away, enbarrassed. After picking up a
couple nore itens, he gets into the line. A stand of

Val entine’s cards is nearby. He | ooks at a card sadly,
then up at Alice again. Once nore, she smles, and he

| ooks away. His turn cones. He approaches the

till. Alice s eyes sparkle.

AL| CE
No Val entine's card for nme, then?

Jasper’s |lips nove as he struggles for a response to her
flirtation. He’'s clearly delighted...but before he can
speak, as if conpelled, his hands go up into an "I
surrender" pose. He fights it, but can’t stop themor keep
t hem down. Stamrering out an apol ogy, he’'s forced to
abandon his groceries and | eave. Once outside, his arns
subsi de. He unl ocks his bicycle, glances back at the store
and rides off sadly.

| NT, A FLAT, DAY

KAT, 22, adorable, sits on a sofa with her friend HEATHER
Heat her’ s rel axi ng, but Kat keeps | ooking anxiously toward
the front door.

HEATHER
What you need to do, Kat, is
convi nce yourself that no matter
what happens on the date, you
won’t like him Then you' |l be
fine.

KAT
But you said | would |ike him

HEATHER
Well, you wll, but you have to
get over...you know. Look, why
don’t you pretend there’s
somet hi ng horri bl e about him at
first. Like, his face is covered
i n peanut butter.

Kat tries to imagine this. There’s a knock on the door.
Wth an anxious glance at Heather, Kat answers it. At the
door, RILEY, 24, smles handsonely and holds out a posy of
col ourful gerberas. Kat takes themw th a delighted
expression which turns to horror as she struggles with
hersel f, then, as if conpelled by an outside force, drops
the flowers and slaps himacross the face. D smayed, Riley
backs of f.



KAT
" msorry. I'mso sorry..

Riley runs off. Kat shuts the door, picks up the flowers
and turns to Heather sadly.

KAT
| |ike peanut butter.

EXT. A PUB. EVEN NG

From across the street, we see Jasper outside the pub,
readi ng a wi ndow poster advertising a Valentine s N ght
speed dating event. Two pretty girls, |IRENE and GRACE
cone by. They stop and we see themchatting animatedly to
Jasper. He's is clearly struggling, and inevitably, his
hands go up in the |I surrender pose once nore. The girls
are disconcerted. They awkwardly take their |eave. As they
go, G ace | ooks over her shoul der.

GRACE
Poor Jazza. |1’d have thought he’'d
have got over that by now. ..

Behi nd them Jasper stands with his head down, his arns
slowy subsiding. But he's distracted fromhis msery when
Heat her appears, al nost dragging a reluctant Kat into the
pub. Jasper and Kat’'s eyes neet for a nonent before

Heat her successfully gets her in the door.

| NT. PUB. EVEN NG

The Valentine’s Night speed dating event is in full sw ng.
W see Heather drag Kat to a table, then a nontage as she
neets several young nen. The first two she's clearly not
interested in. The third she’s starting to snle
at...until she’s conpelled to slap him

CUT TGO

Later, after the event is finished. Kat sits al one,

sl unped over a cider at the bar. She’ s obviously
depressed. She | ooks up listlessly, and sees Jasper
sitting across the room equally sad. Again, their eyes
neet. I n despair, she | ooks down into her cider again.
Suddenly we hear Jasper’s voice - he's cone over to Kat.

JASPER ( Q. S)
Don’t give up.

Kat | ooks up and sees Jasper. He’s hol ding out a pink
gerbera, taken out of a vase in the pub. It’s instant |ove
and she’s drawn irresistibly out of her seat to face him
Her struggle begins - but at the very nonent she goes to
slap him his hands cone up in surrender and her slap is
bl ocked. They smile into each other’s eyes. They ki ss.



